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Chiku  
Chiku is a native of Mexico and other tropical countries of South America. Sapota commonly known as Chiku fruit is mainly 

cultivated in India for its fruit value, while in South-East Mexico, Guatemala and other countries it is commercially grown for the 

production of chickle which is a gum-like substance obtained from latex and is mainly used for the preparation of chewing gum. 

In India, It has become a very popular fruit crop in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamilnadu, Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala. 

 

Location 

For the tree’s best growth and fruit production, choose a site that gets plenty of bright sunlight. The location must also be free of 

any other trees as sapodillas may get large if not pruned to keep their size in check. 

 

Climate 

Chiku is a tropical fruit and can be grown from sea level up to 1,200 meters. The plant prefers warm and moist weather and can 

grow both in dry and humid areas. ... Rain or cloud weather during any part of the year does not do any harm to fruit set. The 

optimum temperature is between 11°C and 34°C. 

 

Soil 

Use organically rich, well-draining, and fertile soil. If you are using garden soil for growing sapodilla trees, blend it with equal 

amounts of sand and perlite. The pH of the soil should be around 6 to 8. 

For the homemade potting mix, combine equal quantities of peat moss, bark, sand, perlite, or vermiculite, with organic compost.  

 
Watering 

You will have to water the newly planted sapodilla on alternate days for the first week and twice a week after a month for the 

next 6-8 months. Once the tree gets established and is 4-5 years old, it will not need frequent watering. 

Note: During dry months, proper watering will increase fruit production, though mature trees require very less watering. 

 

Fertilizers  

Feed the plant with an all-purpose, 5-5-5 fertilizer, every 8-10 weeks during the first year as per the instructions on the label. It 

will provide nutrients. For well-established trees, use 2.5 to 5.0 lbs of fertilizer 2 to 3 times a year. Apply it at the base of the tree. 

 

Common Pests & Diseases  

Be careful about Caribbean fruit fly, green shield scale, Cuban may beetle, pustule scale, and leafminer. In diseases, look out for 

leaf rust. Use an organic fungicide to control the infection. 

 


