
LAGERSTROEMIA 

FLOWER: 
INTODUCTION: 
Crape myrtles are cultivated worldwide, most often in tropical and subtropical climates 
where the warm weather helps them to thrive and show off their outstanding beauty. 
These plants are often used as colorful hedges or privacy screens, while larger plants 
make amazing focal points and eye-catching specimens in any landscape. Smaller 
varieties may even be grown in containers. 
 

CARE INSTRUCTIONS: 
Crape myrtle is a relatively low-maintenance choice for landscaping in the appropriate region, but 
they do require some specific care for their showy blooms to flourish. To help your crape myrtle look 
its very best… 

 Find Full Sunlight: 

Crape myrtle needs full sun (6 or more hours per day) to thrive. 
Crape myrtle needs full sun (6 or more hours per day) to thrive. With less sunlight, blooms 
will not be as prolific and their colors may be diminished. 
 

 Treat Fungus Before It Starts: 
Crape myrtle is susceptible to powdery mildew, sooty mold and other fungal infections, and 
treatment with a general fungicide can reduce the risk of an infected plant. 
 

 Prune Sparingly in Winter or Early Spring: 
These plants bloom on new wood, so late winter or early spring pruning is essential to 
promote flowering. Remove suckers, tangled branches or irregular shapes to keep the best 
size and form. 
 

 Deadhead for Even More Flowers: 
Early-blooming varieties of crape myrtle can be encouraged to rebloom later in the season 
with judicious dead-heading, but note that the second bloom will not be as lush as e first. 

Crape myrtles can be a stunning addition to any type of landscape, whether you are looking for a 
colorful hedge, an eye-catching specimen or any burst of floral wonder to add to your yard. Knowing 
how to properly care for these plants will ensure that you have an amazing show of blooms all 
summer long. 
 

WATERING: 
Water newly planted crape myrtles at least once a week if dormant and in cool weather, and 
up to five times a week if planted during hot weather or in very sandy soil. Water new plants 
regularly for about two months, and water during drought for better blooms and healthier plants. 

These are summer rainfall trees and they do best when consistent spring moisture is 
followed by water into summer.  
 



 

 
 

 

 


